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Ascension Manor celebrated it’s 40th Anniversary with
a Breakfast on November 3, 2008 for the residents.
John Siwak, General Manager, welcomed residents to
the celebration and encouraged all who attended to
enjoy the breakfast and to watch the slideshow of
memories from Ascension Manor over the past 40 years.

Ascension Manor is located one block away from the
Cathedral in Philadelphia, PA. Ascension Manor is a
non-profit senior citizen apartment complex for people
62 and older and is under the direction of the Ukrainian
Catholic Archdiocese of Philadelphia. For more
information about Ascension Manor please call them at
215-922-1116.

Ascension Manor Celebrates 40th Anniversary!

Applications are available for

ASCENSION MANOR I APARTMENTS
911 N. Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123 and

ASCENSION MANOR II APARTMENTS
970 N. Seventh Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123

MONDAY-FRIDAY –
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Subsidized apartment facilities for low-income elderly.
Efficiency and one-bedroom units.

Residents pay 30% of monthly income for rent.

Office location:
ASCENSION MANOR, INC.

911 N. Franklin Street
Philadelphia, PA 19123

Tel.: (215) 922-1116

John Siwak, General Manager of Ascension Manor.

Watch a video clip from the
celebration on our blog at

www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Maria Wikarchuk, Tessie Bury, and Rosalie Senick.
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Ascension Manor's Holiday Party

Photo to the left:
John Siwak, General
Manager, welcomed
all who attended the
party. He  told a few
holiday jokes to add
to the festive holiday
spirit. He also recited
a prayer before their
luncheon.

Photo to the right:

(Pictured left to right):
Julita Alfonso, Tessie
Bury, Rev. Augustine
Molodowitz, John
Siwak,  and Katherine
Felton are enjoying the
party.

Ascension Manor held a Holiday Party for it's residents on December 22, 2008.

Ascension Manor is a senior citizen apartment complex located one block from the Ukrainian Catholic
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia, PA.  Ascension Manor is under the direction of the
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia.

To find out more information, or for an application, please contact...
John Siwak, General Manager

Ascension Manor
911 N. Franklin Street

Philadelphia, PA 19123
215-922-1116

(Equal Housing Opportunity)

Watch a short video from the party on our blog at www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com
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Dearly beloved in Christ!

A dist inct ive
characterist ic of our
spirituality is that it is
mystical. We are all called
to mysticism. We all are
called to contemplate
Jesus Christ, seated at the
right hand of the Father
where He continuously
offers Himself up to the
Father. His death on the
Cross is an eternal act. In
Baptism we were united
with Christ, and if we abide
in Him we too share in His
offering to the Father. But
this is not some kind of
magical act that
transforms us. Rather, it is
the beginning of a life-long
process in which the Spirit
of God gently leads us.

Saint Augustine
teaches us: “You have
created us for Yourself, O
Lord, and our hearts are
restless until they rest in
You.” Our journey to the
Father is not a magical life
in acquiring redemption. It
must be won by sharing

2009 Lenten Pastoral Letter
of the Ukrainian Catholic Hierarchy in the U.S.A.

“If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.
Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. When Christ your life appears, then you too will appear with him in glory.” (Colossians 3:1-4).

Jesus’ path of the Cross,
His struggle. Whosoever
wishes to share His glorified
life must be crucified with
Him. The old, sinful man
must gradually die away.
The first step along this
path, the all-pervading
keynote, the starting-point
and, at the same time, the
deepest foundation is a
feeling of unqualified
contrition. “Where shall I
begin repentance for my
wicked life?” These words

of the Canon of
Repentance of Saint
Andrew of Crete are
characterist ic of this
spiritual state. “Wallowing
in the depths of sin, I cry
unto the unfathomable
depths of Thy mercy. Give
me tears, O Christ, to wash
away the stains of my
heart. Open to me the
gates of repentance, O
Giver of Life.” And so it
goes on, ever increasing
in force through the songs

of the Church (particularly
during Lent), the liturgical
prayers, the lives and
teaching of her great
Saints.

It is imperative that
we be docile and open to
the Spirit of God. Saint
Paul speaks of his mystical
experience. “I know
someone in Christ who,
fourteen years ago
(whether in the body or
out of the body I do not
know, God knows), was
caught up to the third
heaven. And I know that
this person (whether in the
body or out of the body I
do not know, God knows)
was caught up into
Paradise and heard
ineffable things, which no
one may utter.” (2
Corinthians 12:2-4).

How difficult it is for
many to realize that we
are destined for eternal
glory in Christ. The Lenten
season gives us so many
opportunities to focus on

(continued on next page)
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